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The Prompter. 
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Our A&ors, (talking to Themfelves)--- for Want 
Of Thought, make All the Pit, thezr CONFIDENT. 


D. of Buck’s Eflay on Poetry. 


That old Greck PROMPTER’S Wit was like my own, 
Who, pleas‘, in empty Theatres, ALONE, 
Sublimely taftful of imagin’d Rage, 


CraeP’d unheard sors, on th’ \deal Stage. 


HORACE. 





Frirpay, NovEMBER 7. 


1735. 





my, didions, whereby the Stage is 
S diftinguifh’d, under the Difgrace 
of it’s prefent Condition, Com- 
mend me, above all, to one di- 
verting Caprice of the Players, 
which has put it into their Heads, 
Pet BF to addrefs to the Audience, what- 
ever they fhou’d {peak to Them/elves : and, to retain, 
for Themfelves, What they ought to beftow upon the 
Audience. 

I will endeavour to fupport this Charge, by two 
diftin® Evidences ; being indebted for the Firft, to 
their Method of deliverinz Soliloquies, without Soli- 
tude: and, for the Second, to their No Method,--- 
of pronouncing Diftindions, without Emphafis. 

Ir may beof Advantage, to put thefe Gentlemen 
in mind, (I will not fay, ixform them) that the Word, 
Soliloquy, has no other Signitication, than a Speech 
that is made to OURSELVES. —-- They mutt b/u/h, when 
they remember This, if they recollect, at the fame 
Time, their ridiculous Practice, of approaching the 
Pit, with an arch Leer of Familiarity, and commu- 
nicating to their Good Friends, the Company, every 
Sentiment, they have been intrufted with, by their 

r Cully, the Author. —It has been in vain to 
remind them, that they ought norevento sEE, much 
lefs apply themfelves to, the AUDIENCE — becaufe, 
the Audience is defirous to confider them, NOT, as 
Players, but, as Perfons, really doing, and fuffering, 
what the Characters were meant to refemble.— No 
Matter, for That;— Players can’t keep Secrets; they 
are apt to SHEW ALL : — Hamlet told us fo, in the 
Days of Queen Elizabeth. -- Befides, They know, 
well enough, that they are but Heros, in Fe/?, and 
why fbowd they pafs upon Mankind, for the Great 
Folks they ARE NoT?— No truly, not They!— 
Having their Sentimexts, upon{ Credit, They think 
it beneath them to keep what is none of their own: 
So forget not, Good Chriftians, as they are! to pay 
back their Borrowings. 

I fhall ftand in need of fome ftrong Infrance, to 
incline a few of our firft-rate Players, whom the whole 
Town condemns, for the Abfurdity of this unnatural 
Practice, to fee, and confefs it, THEMSELVES. --— 
Letit be fuppos’d, then, that the Mediator of fome, 

urpos’d, Guilt, in a Tragedy, induced by the Si- 

ence, and Solicude he is left in, wereto give way to 
the touching Remorfes of Confcience, in fomefolemn 
Reflexion, to bezin. after this Manner. 


& Iam aLONE!-— And, now, my Heart, be Just : 
¢ Strip thy felf Bare --- and, by the World, UNSEEN, 
& Dare---to THyseELF-— ix thy true Shape,be KNOWN. 
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WuartT Man, who is able to think at all, does not 
immediately difcern, that the only way to peat This, 
truly, is to THINK it? --- That is —- The Actor 
(fometimes moving, fometimes ftanding) fhou’d feem 
Penfive, Bufied, Doubtful.---The AuDrENcE, inftead 
of being made the Point of his Sicut, fhou’d nor 
here, be intitled to fo much as a Place in his Memés 
Ry. --- While His Eyes ought at firft, to be fix’d 
downward; his Hand fhou’d be rais’d, to aid, as it 
were, his Forehead, under the Labour of Meprra- 
TION; --- Then, removing himfelf, a Step or two 
His Eyes, and Arr, /bift, with him, to fome new 
Situation --- but, always, spward, oblique,-or dowmne 
ward, --- never OUTWARD, of POINT=BLANGC, 
upon the Audience. 

Tuus, it certainly fhou’d be: and thus, it will be 
when-ever the Town thinks fit to Exaé a REsEM- 
BLANCE, Of Nature, fromthofe Pidures of Nature 
the THEaTREs. --- Suppofe, for Example, (in order 
to purfue a ridiculous Image) we are prefent, at the 
Reprefentation of fome Scene, wherein an Aétor 
comes forward to the Line of Lamps, on the Edge 
of the Stage, and, after fending his Eyes, like his Gez- 
tlemen Ujbers, into the Pit, or the Boxes, begins to 
tell the Spectators, in the Words of the Soliloquy, 


“ IT am ALONE! -—— 


TuHat’s a Lik, (cries an Honeft Lover of Truth 
from fome Remote Part of the Houfe: ) for, you 
LOOK\IN THE Faces of twelve Hundred People 
awoo are able to CONTRADICT you. . 

Tue Effect of one fuch feafonable, and humorous 
Reproof, wou’d do more toward Reformation than 
a Concert, of Catcalls : -- The Actor, whatever Firm. 
nefs of Face, he might happen to be famed for, - wou’d. 
want Obftinacy to withftand fo well~-im'd a Conution + 
and the Audience, catching Senfe of the Error, atthe 
Inftant of its whimfical Detection, wou’d accompany 
the Difcovery with a Plaudit of Laughter, that wou’d 
carry great WEIGHT, inits Lightne/s. 

Ir is with no fmall Satisfaction, that I begin to 
difcern a Refizement in dramatic Tafte, getting Ground, 
as it were, infenfibly.--- Due Applaufes, are frequently 
given, toj/foft, and delicate, Touches of Natur 
which wou’d, formerly, have pats’d, wxmoticed. Nir? 
And, [have lately feen Cold Storms of Mortification 
blown into the Faces of Eminent Bewlers, in ti Pride 
of their ranting Extravagance : ~- So, that I thall 
proceed, with confiderable Hope, to pick up loofe 
Scones, and throw “em together ; where, being found 
by fome abler Hand, they may, hereafter. be of Ufe 
in his Building ; pe 
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“THE Bowueaed-Mouru Men having, by Eftect 
of the Deluge, that has wafh’d away good Ta/te, been 
lifted, out of the Bear-Garden, and left, to roar,on 
the Theatres. ---,[t is no wonder atall, that the Lapizs, 
who, by Nature, are Friends to Softnefs, and Opera, 
fly Love Scenes, atthe Playhoufes; where moft of 
the Heroes are BuULLiES; and fome of the Godde/fes 
fit for nothing but to be beard, and ForsaKEN. --- 
Women of Conditioz, inthis Country, beiug as famed 
for their Spirit, as they are for their Beauty, ftep, 
from One Extream, to the Contrary. Rather than 
Manhood, without Tendernefs, They, fubmitto Ter- 
deruejt, without Manhood: --- For, not to addrefs 
them with Reverence, is, to deny the Divine Right 
of their Wor/hip. --- Hence, have Exnuchs fupplanted 
éven our Alexanders, and Mark Antonys! who, 
(that I may do ’em fome Juftice by difcovering their 
Mifleader) can have no body to thank but Mr. Porg, 
for their new Way of making Love, It having never 
been practis’d, (by Mam) till His Mufe moft unfor- 
tunately, tatight it, in the Example of an Eminent 
STAGE Critic, 

“< When, —- for a Butcher’s, well-fed Daughter, 

“ Great D-—--s RoAR’D,--- like OX, at Slaughter ! 


‘UNpER Favour, however, of this Gentleman, ’tis 
nowto be hoped, that thefe theatrical RoaRINGs will 
be abandon’d to the Bea/ts of the Field :---And that the 
Birps, of the Air, may, for the future, be admitted 
toteach Love Leffous, to our AGors. ---'Tempering 
Spifit, with SorrNess, Thefe mingle a {weet Change 
of Notes, with their Paffions. ---[ know none, of 
their Tribe, but the OwL, that is not /prite/y, and 
tender, by Turns: -- and, This Bird, being, properly, 
too heavy a Volatile, to lay Claim to the AIR, we 
mutt allot him a Region more adapted, to his Grace, 
and his Utterance, and procure him aPoft, among the 
Sons of the Theatre. 

_In the TranfitionI purpofe to make, at this Place, 
into the Second Divifion of my Subject, there can, [ 
hope, be no Danger, that any of my Readers will 
miftake the above cenfur’d Bellowings, for DisT1N- 
CTION, and Empuasis, —- There are Two Ways, 
whereby an .4éor may keep Meanings to Him/e/f, 
Which It is his Bufinefs to explain, to the Audience.--- 
Some, whom [ have juft been defcribing, conceal the 
Senfe of their Words, behind a loud, unarticulate, 
Uproar, in the Sound of em: But, there is Another 
wrong, Side of Diftintion, whereby Players, who 
efcape Ranting, affect to fpeak juftly, by /carce /peak- 
ing at all: and, are foEasy, fo Round, and fo Equal, 
in theit Delivery, that they /u// PaIN to Sleep, and 
adminifter OPIATES, auricularly. 

In Tragedy, where the Paffions are varying, in 
every Speech, nay, fometimes, twice, or thrice, in 
a Line ; how contemptible an Error is this uxpointed 
EQuaLiry in Utterance ! —-If there are Differences in 
the Meanings, They muft be MARK’D, by diverfifyin 
the SounDs, with Propriety: For, it is a manifet 
Contradiction, inTerms, to mark the DisTINcTIONs, 
yet, {peak, with Equariry. 

"THE glazy, beamle/s, Motion of a fick Man’s 
unimpreffive Eye, is the Image of the languid Indo- 
lence of our Word-sHEDDERS, at the Theatres. --- He, 
who wou'd contrafte this fribbling Lazinefs, and view 
it in Comparifon, = ep the Fervour of its Oppofite, 
Let himask himfelf, why LicHTNING is more ter- 
rible, than Common Fire? —- To what, except its 
Violence, and the Adivity of its Mgtion, do we owe 
the ftriking Difference ? --- And, fhall a Co/d, un- 
touch’d INsENs1BLE prefume to move our Hearts, 
by Sentiments, whole Fire he is fo far from giving us, 
with that Rapidity, which makes it terrib/e, that we 
not only mifconceive, his Sexfe, ourfelves, but plainly 
difcover, by the Ob/curity of his uzaccented Delivery, 
that rhe Magpye is chattering Sowxds which he un- 
derftands not half the Force of !--- Sox the Time, 


which would be neceffary for helping out, by our 
own Reflection, the Detects of fo ftupid a Speake; 
we confume, in fretful Wonder, at that happy Miftak2 
in his Vanity, whichcan blefs-his conceited Opinion 
with fo fecure a Demand of Mens Praise, who are 
engrofs’d, between Horror, and Scorn, at the 
Boldnefs of fortunate Ignorance! . 

I'v is a-Confequence of this preaching,withoutE nergy 
in the ExPLosion of the Emphafis, that moft AGors 
hotonly are, but are felt to be, UNINTERESTED in 
the Hopes, Fears, Enjoyments, Diftreffes, and Hurries 
of Purpofe, which they fhould /weat under a Senf 
of, themtelves ; --- and, paffionately /abour into ti 
Souls of their Hearers: Infteadof which, we diftin- 

uifh, through the umimpreguated SWELL of their 

oice, an empty Deprivation Of Meaning -—~a kind 
of droxifh PRETENCE to Sufceptibility; withoy: 
Space, in the Underftanding, to take iz the Impreffion. 

Hiwnce, thofe mortifying Difappointments, to 
which an Author isliable, who propofesto pleafe, of 
inftruct, by the Greatnefs, or ‘Truth, of his Sen. 
MENTs : -—- The Player either feels ot their Influence 
or, isignorant, by what Art, He thou’d make others 
feel it.--- He neither pau/es, to prepare the Expeda. 
tion of the Audience, (for fomething deferving their 
Notice) by a Change, in his Look, and _his Gefture, 
correfponding with the Demands of his Purpofe ;— 
nor expreffes it (IN Speaking) with the Weight, and 
Diftinctions it-calls for : --- nor refts, upon its Concly. 
fon, to give Time for its Beauties to expand them- 
{elves upon the Apprehenfion. —- It is, «4//, one, con- 
tinued, undiftinguth’d, Rotation of Cadence: toned 
away, like the Cant of a Leffon: with no Endea- 
vours, no Seemings, toward ‘hat Imitation of Na- 
ture, which makes it unavoidably neceffary, that our 
THouGHTs fhou’d precede, and ‘produce, our Ex- 
PRESSIONS. 3 

THE Nail (asthe Proverb inftruéts them) ought 
to be Hi, oz the Heap.—- They thou’d neither Lay 
DOWN the Hammer upon it, like our Yawaers, of the 
Stage, with an Ideot ExpeGation, that the natural 
Weight of the Tool will prefs iz the Point they thou’d 
drive: ---nor ftrike it, at Random, from One Side 
to Another, with wi/d INDIRECTION of Fury, like 
our Ranters,in Tragedy..-- They fhou'd /evel, pirgcr 
at the Line the Nai/ {tandsin; and, then, add Percu/- 

fow to the Weight of their Hammer. -—- Vis the Smart- 
nes of the Blow, that gives Effect to the PoInT; 
"Tis the Guidauce of the Point, that gives Efed, to 
the PurRPossE. | 

As I wouid enforce my Defign for the Player’s 
Improvement, from every Coniideration [ can offer 
them, | have bethought me of a powerful Mo‘ive, 
which will recommend itfelf, even to their Vazity. 

WHENEVER 4@ors, inftead of skimming the Swr- 
face of Senfe, fhall enter, deep, into Meanings, They 
mutt, neceffarily, becomethe moft entertaining, and 
be ft-bved of Mankind : Since they wouw'd be poiiefs’d 
ot a Storehoufe, intheir Memory, of All, that iseither 
fharp, falt, or diverting ; --- of All, that is to be 
learnt, i the Higheft, and the Loweff, Converte, of 
Life :--of All, that is the Fruit of Reflexion, in the cool 
Applications of Reafoz ; WARM’D into Praéfice, and 
Exercife, by the tumultuous Activity of the Paffions.—- 
So thatthe Lite of an Adfor, woud be a Union of the 
practical, with the Speculative, PHILosoPHY. 

Bur, as Things have, hitherto, ftood, inftead of 
this beautiful Study, They opprets an unfeeling Me- 
mory, with a ufelefs Redundance of Words, quite ab- 
ftracted from any fenfible Impreflion of Ideas. ---'To 
fay All, in a Sentence, They are LOADED, not sTOREL. 
--- They carry Wir, and Moratity, as a Pack- 
borfe does Sinks) hard bound up, in the Bales ; -- 
whereas, they ought to be open’d, and roll’d out, to 
their Underftandings, like the iame Silks, in the Shops 
they are fold at. 
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